* b Py. * * N pF 4 
R 0 W F 
F 


AN 
TO THE ; 


CITIZENS 


OF 


D UB 1 N. 


7— — 


8 


n 8 


— — 


* 


By James DICGOES-LA TOUCH RE. /\ 


as „ IT Fat Ld 


">" 2; 


Printed for PETER WILSON, at the Corner 
| of Caſile-Lane, oppoſite the Old Horſe-Guard, in 
Dame-Street.  MDCCXLVIII. 


eee 


— 


* 


str 


DUBLIN 


0 


ADDRESS 
CITIZENS 


\ GENTLEMEN, 1 8 
E it be the Duty "£6 every E to 
ſtudy the — 1 and to promote the 
dvantage of the 8 3 it muſk 
Eq likewiſe, his Duty to deſire, and to 
ſollicit for thoſe higher, —.— of Truſt and 
Honour, in which his Opportunities, and 
Power of doing Service to his Country, 
would bene frequent and extenſive. An, 
pinion, i in this Caſe, of . a Man's q wn Abi- 
lines, and a conſciouſneſs of bis god Diſpo- 


lions, are the only, ow by, which be 


ought t the orly Principles he can 
ITY A 2 with 


n 4) 
— the only Foundation 
on which he —— to build his Ex tiong. 
How much wanting in a proper elpect to 
the Public would a Man appear, who ſhould 
ſollicit for a Truſt, to which he profeſſes him- 


with decency p 


| * ls BE 4 > 

„ T is not — | ol — AD. Cites 
as with Burrows and Counties; in theſe, it 
is a conſequence of their Condition, to be in 
the 4.6 = of one or more eminent Fa- 
milſes, Who, Having large Properties, mytſt 


of neceſſity 


tranſmit, to their Poſterity. hat. Conſidera- 


ee theit on Induſtry 
Merit, or . thoſ of their Actor," 
not to be wondered at: It may alſo he vob 
excuſable, if their Depe ndant ſhould 
principally, on Moths of private Interg 
and Affection — of Gratitude and Reſ 

their Patrons and Benefactors. 5 


Bo r in Cities, where property 105 much 
divided, all ſuch Influence muſt be unnatu- 
ral, and is therefore ſeldom of any long con- 


tliidance 3 an Intereſt cannot, here, be ro- 


ſerved by other Sg than thoſe by wh 


it is acquired; that is by Perf le 
Fee a Mar's rk or, what The 


havea proportionable Influence; 
that the Heads of tbeſe ſhould endeavour to 


tion, and what Power, they themſclves may E 
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fame cop Thing his hs to the Pablo; 
” by his Services, - Whoever- 

levee to make an Intereſt by: any other 
Hase does inſolently expect, from the In- 
| fluence of a Family, or the Power of a Fac- 
tion, what ought to be the Effect of the 
good Opinion of his Fellow Citizens — the 
n 4 e or e of; nag 
ien W f | 


Ir is on QceaGons like vel when you 
are called upon to give your Votes for a Re- 
— in Parliament, that you have an 

pportunity of ſhewing that you are in re- 
allity Freemgn—That you know how. to ex- 
ert the Power, which is yet left in in your 
Hands That you are worthy of thoſe Right 
and Priviledges, which you have loſt by the 
Supinelſs, * Imprudence of your Prede- 
— — or by the Artifice and eee 
of the E anne eee * 


„ 


* 
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| War thoſe Rizhri were, with reſpeRt te o 
the City, the Committee, appointed by the 
Sheriffs and Commons in the Vear 1743. 
have endeavoured to make known, by the 
Publication of their Reports to the Commons, 
and of the Opinions. of the ſeveral Lawyers, 
4 o were. conſulted. on thoſe conte ſted 
W it lags therefore be unneceſſary to 


of thol here or 0 enter into a Detail 
has. & Grievances and — ties, under 
which 


3 5 
- which we labour, from thoſe Laws, Which which, 
wanting our Conſent, derive their arena 
and Ruthority merely from Power; br from 
others, enacted, in Days of Trouble and Con- 
fuſion, by xen who did not confider, that the 
Conſequences injurious to ont Liberties would 
endure for ever whereas the Evilsthi ne 
deſigned to remedy would have an End. 
is our own Fault, if we do not take Nath ; 
if the Misfortunes we labour under, do not 
make us careful to tranſmit to our Poſterity 
whatever we'yet enjoy of Power and Fri. 
uiledges. 150 85 | + 4 | _—_ 4 
0r theſe doe er- the wel Monggnbe/s 
well as one of the moſt In 2 a, our 
Share in the Eli of out re tatives 
in Parliament. This is a 0 fed in 
us by the *Conflitution, and;* ruft, to 
be dif by us with a r ody to ite 
— In this we cannot act, put! in 
ſuch a Way as muſt affect the whole King- 
dom. 'Whoevet you happen to chuſe, may 
have it in his Power to give Sant#ion to 
Laws; whieh may bind us and our Poſteri- 
ty for ever; and which may prove either ad- 
vantageous or oppreſſive, accordin as he, 
your Repreſentative, may either e Wiſe 
and honeſt, or Weak and Cotrupt. Your 
Vote is declarative of your opinion of the 


* 


_ d Candidate, M d 
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' woſt 
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| falſely, to our Trade and 


(Hd 
Honeſty and Capacity, for the Diſcharge af 
the Truſt you are willing to repoſe in bim; 
it ie de incumbent on every Freeman 
to diſpoſe of hit Votre, at an Election, in no 
other way, than he expects his Repreſenta- 
tives will diſpoſe of theirs in the Grand 


Council, that is, by declaring his Opinion 


without any _ to party Prejudices, or | 
$ 1 N | 


to family Inter 


Bs Ins an unſhaken and unſuſpected 
Integrity, (too common, I hope, to make a 
Diſtinction) the moſt neceſſary Qualification, 
in a Repreſentative, is undoubtedly a Know- 
ledge: of . the Intereſt of his Country. This in 

Places, is ae eee, in, 

ems. confined, . 3 if. not 

b ommercg. As our de- 
endance has maimed our Priviledges, as a 
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People; and prevents us from being illuſtrious 


by A ns, or reſpected by Alliances, we have 
nothing left to reſcue us from. Obſcurity, but 
Trade; we can be known only in proportion, 
as it is extenſve, and regarded as it is uſeful 
to the World. Our Intereſt in this Reſpect— 
what Laws. may be wanting for the Eaſe, 
Security, asd Advantage of thè Merchants, 
may then ſurely be preſumed to be beſt un- 
der ſtood and explained by thoſe, whoſe: dai- 
ly Occupation, and whoſe private Intereſt it 
is to ip form themſelves of whatever Altera- 
tians may have happened in thoſe Countries, 
! ORs with 
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Laws prevail in their own, or of 8 + hoſe," to 


whoſe determination they muſt ſubmit the 


1 


— % 


Deciſion of their Properties in foreign' Coun- 
tries. G14 dae 


NA 25 5061 52.01 Bent 2 17 0 * 
THAT ours have been, and in ſorne mea 


ſure continue to be, defective; and that it is 
the Opinion of Traders chat they are ſo, may 


be concluded from the ſeveral Applications 


they have, for ſome Seſſions paſt, mad to Par- 


liament, for Laus to regulate Salvagei.-For 


the Payment of Inland Biliʒi For the more 
eaſy recovery ob ſmall. Dobrg For pußich 
ing For ger) Fel als: the Importati- 


on of Foreign, and for the Improvement of 


our: own'Manifattares = For preventing 


Frands committed by Batkyupre, and others. 
In many of theſe you Have ſucceeded, to 
the great Advantage of yourſelves; and of 
the Reſt of the Kingdom: And if you did 
not meet the ſame Sucbeſs in all, was it not 
becauſe your Caſe, (for want of a Merehant 
who rightly underſtoodd it,) was not proper - 
ly explained to thoſe who were both willing 


and able to relieve you? Or becauſe you 


were not of Eſtimation enough, to be 


thought the beſt Judges of your own Inter- 
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; 'Tars Conſideration alane, one would ima- 
gine, ought to determine you to chuſe none 
other but a Merchant to repreſent. you. It 


has been long ſince obſerved, that one of 


the Principal Reaſons, why we have not 
improved in our Wealth and Trade as much as 


we might have done, is the low Eſteem in 


which the Calling of a Merchant is held 
in this Country. This prevents Gentlemen, 
much more Noblemen, from putting their 
Sons Apprentices to Merchants; and dif- 
R even the Sons of thoſe, who have got 


ates by their Commerce, from following 


their Father's Profeſſion; whereas in all 
Countries flouriſhing in Trade, their Nobles 
and Chief" Cltizens are Merchants, as in 
. Venice, Genoa, Liſbon, Amſterdam and Lon- 


don. Nor is this a Novelty; we read of O. 


Tyre that crowning City, the Mart Nati- 


| ons, that her Merchants were ; Pri Aces, and 
her Trafickers the honourable upon Earth. 


It was his Trade, and not his Crown- 


Rents, by which Solomon made Silver to be 


as Stones in Feruſalem, and Cedars as the 
Hcamore. | Th 


Mucux is in your Power to raiſe the Dige 
nity of this Profeflion, and of conſequence 
the Advantage and Honour cf your Country. 
If you ſhew a proper Reſpect to yourſelves — 
to the Trading Intereſt of your Country, 
you will undoubtedly raiſe the /e Reſpect 
72 5 a 


in 
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in others—you will contribute to make the 
Profeſſion of a Merchant as honourable as 


it is uſeful—you will give an Example which 


will probably be followed by other Tradin 

Cities. From this a virtuous Ambition will 
be raiſed in our Youth to embrace, . and to 
be eminent in a Profeſſion, which will be 


found the principal Recommendation to your 


Favour; and to attain thoſe uſeful Qualities 


which they will find the ſureſt Road to that 


Honour, Power and Greatneſs, which it is the 


Intereſt of all Countries, but eſpecially ours, 


that every Trader ſhould aſpire to.. 225 | 


' Uxpex a Perſuaſion that theſe Repreſen- 


tations afe of weight, I have ventured to Ad- 
dreſs you; and to offer myſelf a Candidate to 
fill the vacant Seat in Parliament of your late 
Repreſentative. I ſhall not however make 


you any Promiſes or Profeſſions; theſe are in 
the Power of every Man; and it is natural 
for thoſe to make them, who have no other 
Merit to plead in their behalf. But however 
ſtrong theſe Profeſſions may be—however 
ſincere the Reſolutions of thoſe who make 
them; what Reaſon would you have to ex- 


pect Labour in the Public Cauſe, diligrnce 


in your Service, or knowledge of your In- 
tereſts in hoſe, who bave till now been un- 


concerned Spectators of all your Attempts to 
recover your Liberties, or to promote the 


Aubrantage and Intereſt of Trade? I. ſball, 
1 hope 
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I hope therefore, be excuſed, if I chuſe 9 
to appeal to my paſt Behaviour amongſt you, 
as to the beſt Security you can expect of my 


future Conduct. At what time ſince I have 


been enrolled amongſt you, have I neglect- 
ed your Intereſt? what Application or Com- 
plaint have the Merchants and other Traders 


made to the Commiſſioners—to the Privy 


Council to the Government--or to the Parli- 
ament, in which I did not ſhew myſelf ready 
to aſſiſt them ? Have 1 not been remarkably 
their Agent, and their Sollicitor? And if I 
have been uſeful to the common. Cauſe, 
though not dignified with Titles, or inveſted 
with any leg Powers, is. there not reaſon 


to believe th Ball y be more uſeful, when, 
er 


to my defire of ſerving you, I ſhall have the 
cddigonal Motive of Gratitude to excite me? 
when by you I ſhall be. entruſted with 
Powers and Opportunities of offering your 
Reaſons —of enforcing your Requeſts— 
of making known your Wants? 


© I nave not, it is true, Glled the great and 


: envied Offices of this City, but I never was 


regularly called to them. In ſuch as have 
been conferred on me, I have endeavoured 


to diſcharge my Duty, with the ſtricteſt Re- 


gard to the Riches, Liberties, and Intereſts 


of my Conſtituents, and Fellow Citizens; 


many of you have been J/;tnſſes, and, I 
hope, will teſtifie, that from my firſt ad- 
1 miſſion 


(a) 
miſſion into your Common Council, 1 have 
been remarkably watchful of your Intereſt, . - 


» 


and 2 of every Encroachment on your 
ks 


Rights — that, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of the Commons, as Prefident and 
Treaſurer of the Truſtees by them appoint- 
ed to proſecute your Rights to the Election. 

of Aide, men, and to the Government of 
the Blue Coat Heſpital, I ſpared no Labour, 
Time,. or Expence, to bring theſe Points to 
the Determination of a Court at Law. 


| I sHALL not enter into the Merits of that. 

famous Cauſe ; the Succeſs we met with. you. 
cannot be ignorant of; but it is not Succeſs, 
which determines what is deſert, This will, 
be always cſtimatcd by the Memves of the. 
Attempt ; and I believe I cannot be ſuſ- 
pected to have acted from any lber, beſides 
a ſincere /ove of Liberty, and of Tu my worthy 
Fellxw Citizens. The Gentlemen we op- 
poſed were men, againſt whoſe private Cha- 
racers I had not any particular Objection 
many of them were nearly allied to me; moſt 
of them my Acquaintances and Well-Wifþ-. 
&s. They were Men, from whom I might 
have hoped Favour, and the higheſt Offices 
in the City, had my /ove of Power, or Place, 
been equal to my /enſe of Duty, or could 1 
have ſwer ved from the Princiſlis ] firſt, ſet 
Out on. | Ns 


In, 


* 
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In the enſuing Election, you cannot be 
diſpenſed from declaring your - Senſe and 
Opinion of theſe content Pornts; your 
Votes for one of the Board will confirm 
them, as much as in you lies, in thoſe diſ- 
puted Rights and Powers. Should you, on 
the contrary, be of Opinion, that an oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe Powers may claim ſome Re 
turn, you will declare , by giving your 
Votes to ſuch only, who have attempted: to 
recover thoſe Rights which it is acknowledged 
were originally in you, and which ought in 
Reaſon to have continued ſo; ſince if it be 
reaſonable you ſhould have @ Share in the 
Election of the Legiſlature, how much more 
ought you to have oe in the Election of | 
your ohn Mugiſtrates und Couricil ? ORE 

WareTuet I deſerve, or am equal to 
the Place 1 am now ſueing for; your Opini- 
on, declared at the next Election, will de- 
termine; but I ho 8 fince I have not Pe 
it ſo publicly before, I may now be 
mitted to vindicate my Title to the bet 
Reports of the Committee of the Commons, 
which I drew up, without the Aſſiſtance, but 
on the Contrary, under the Difficulties of an 
Oppoſition, from ſome of thoſe who were 
joyned with me in the [Proſecution of 
your Rights. How much ſoever I have flat- 
tered myſelf into a Belief, that theſe Reports 
do contaia the frongeſt and fulleſt Proofs of 


your 


1 5 
: Rights, that have as been b- 
Fed; and although mine is ee at 
the Foot of theſe Reports in your Records: 
and that I had a fair Opportunity of menti- 
oning it before many other Motions and 
Meſſages made an occaſion of theſe Conteſts, 
I purpoſely | omitted it, in theſe and other 
Papers publiſhed in your Defence; leaſt 1 
ſhould have given room, to our Opponents, ' 
to attribute to /e/fi/þ Views, (even to that 
ſelfiſn View which approaches neareſt to 
Public Spirit, live of Fame,) what I Was 
conſcious proceeded, principally, from a Con- 
viction of your on 855 and 2 4 Foe 99 8 
Na | E290: 


279 


« "AF 3 an Retwiuttön- ut tn my. 
Opinion concerning your Joſt Rights have 
remained invariably the fame; I am very cer- 
tain, I cannot have given the leaſt room to 
Sulpect, that I could ever think of abandon- 
ing a Cauſe, which I have fo long, and with. 
ſa much Zeal eſpouſed; or that I could ever 
be contented under any Degree of Oppreſſi- 
on; or Slavery, which the united Influence, 
or Power, of all my.Country-Men could be 
able to remove. I am certain, that 1 have, 
through the whole Courſe. of my Life, en- 
deavouted to manifeſt that b of Liberty 
and of my. Country, which I truſt I ſhall 4. 
ways be actuated by; and thoſe Sentiments 
in 2 pect to Aceligion and Politics, bebe 1 

eve 


(15) 
believe are thoſe of every Well-wiſker to out 
pteſent happy anne an in cChureb 
and Hate. 5 | 


I pip Sefigp.t to 1 applied Perſonally 
to every one of you; this is a Debt which 
I ſhould be proud to pay; but in this more 
Difficulties occur than I could at firſt have 
foreſeen ; it is in many Caſes doubtful, how 
this Mark of Reſpect will be taken; an Ap- 
plication, to one whoſe Intereſt or Preju- 
dice may incline him to the Side of a Rival, 
19 interpreted as a piece of Rudeneſs; ſome 
of our Well-wiſhers, on the contrary, ex- 
pe& Returns of Acknowledgement at eve- 
ry accidental Meeting; and I muft confeſs 
I want much of that Memory of Names, 
and of that outward affectation of Compli- . 
ment, which is fo generally practiſed by 
Men in my Circumſtances. Others are apt 
to interpret any common Civility, on this 
Occaſion, as a Defign on their Liberty, or as 
a Mark of ſervile Fawningneſs. The Ap- 
prehenſion of this may have given to my 
Behaviour an air of Reſerve and Coldneſs, 
which I am far from feeling; I am con- 
ſcious that I have yet never, in my own 
Thoughts, ſet myſelf above any of my Fel- 
low Citizens; but that to deſerye the Eſleem 


and 


(16) 
and Approbation of every one of them, has 
ever been, and will for ever be, one of the 
moſt prevailing Moti ves of all my Actions, 
and the ruling Paſſion of my Life, 


Ian, with the greateſt Reſped?, 


Your moſt faithful, 

Moft humble, and 
8 Moſt obedient Servant. 
© JAMES DIGGES-LATOUCHE. 


